THE POINT et

By the time you
receive this the
longest day will be
just around the
corner, then the
nights will start
drawing in — you can
always rely on The Point to cheer you up !! It
would appear that Spittal has been taken over
by a new political force in the nation. | am
calling this new player on the political stage
The Party Party — forget all the hassle and just
have a good party. Celebration of the school's
100th birthday has already begun; then we
have the 10th birthday of Spittal Improvement
Trust, and celebrations that councillor Hazel is
now the new (and last) Mayor of Berwick
(watch out for Mayor’s Sunday on August 3rd)
and councillor Jennifer is deputy mayor. If this
is not enough for you we have the Spittal Gala
on June 15th, the Seaside Festival on August
8th — 10th and Tea in the Park on August
31st. Phew!!l There’s a coloured poster for the
Gala in this issue so do please display it in
your window. Let the world know about the
Spittal Party Party. Meanwhile we’ll dodge the
dog poo and see the disappointed look on
children’s faces when they see the dust
blowing around in the paddling pool. Notices
to be added to those already on the prom
should include ‘LIVING AND BREATHING
CAN BE DANGEROUS AND SHOULD BE
AVOIDED’ and ‘DON'T DO ANYTHING
BECAUSE SOMEONE MIGHT SUE YOU
FOR DOING IT". If you can think of tastefully
appropriate signage please don’t send it to
The Point.

Deadline for the next POINT is July 21st

Mike Greener

Since the last newsletter and following our
AGM, we have a new committee. These are:

George Weidmann (Chair), Mau Watkins
(Vice Chair), Tommy Wilson (Treasurer),
Mike Greener (Secretary), Tracy Bell, Hazel
Bettison, John Harrison, Alan Johnston,
Tony Langmack, Amanda McDonald,
Dorothy Slater, David Stewart, Lorna
Suthren, Lynda Young & Willie Young.

The Trust is busy with a whole host of
projects and events at the moment and
rather than list these, we will just give you a
flavour of these as this newsletter is already
tight for space. On the events side Trust
members are busy with the Gala and 5-a-
sides this month, the all new Spittal
Seaside Festival over the weekend of
8/9/10™ August, more of this in the next
issue, and Tea in the Park on Sunday 31%
August.

We know people have been concerned
about the youngsters congregating around
the village and we have tackled this in two
ways. Firstly, we have put these concerns
to the Police who now regularly attend our
meetings and it seems as if the problem has
moved on, for a while anyway. Secondly,
we are looking at how we can provide
somewhere for the youngsters to go, as
moving them on just gives someone else the
problem. The Police are also keen to get a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme up and
running in Spittal.

Dog Fouling is still a major concern as is
the unfilled Paddling Pool . Both of these
are being dealt with directly with the
Borough Council, although it is a slow
process. At least we seem to be getting
somewhere and they are open to
suggestions from us. One item that is a
cause of some embarrassment is that we
were asked to show someone from the
Britain in Bloom competition around Spittal.
We did do this last year but this time we
refused. But rather than give up we hope to
start a ‘gardening club’ soon so that we can
improve the planted areas around the



village. If you would like to help, then please
get in touch.

On the projects front, phase two of the Spa
Well improvements are gradually taking
shape and we have been told that the
Sandstell Road Fishing Shiel may be
available to us soon. The redevelopment of
Spittal Point will be discussed at an open
meeting soon when the next stage of the
‘Future of Berwick’ master plan is rolled out
(see later). We have suggested that Spittal
Point could be an ideal site for a 'University of
Berwick’ - ambitious maybe, but why not.

Lastly, two encouraging items.........

* Some time ago we asked the High School if
their senior students wanted to be involved in
the provision of items of Public Art around
the village. We were just expecting some
rough ideas but what we got back from them
were some really tremendous ideas that had
been really well thought through. This will be
a long term project but ‘well done’ to the
students and Pauline Plenderleith their
teacher.

* Spittal Scouts have always taken a keen
part in the beach cleans-ups. They have now
approached us for help in funding the
replacement of their camping equipment
which we are happy to do.

Earlier in this piece | spoke of the problem
with large groups of youngsters with
apparently nothing to do. These two items
alone show that, given the leadership and
direction, not all youngsters need be
troublesome.

SPITTAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST

11 “#

(SANDSTELL ROAD)

Dates for the next Sales are:
June 1%, 15" (Gala day) & 29™.
July 13" & 27™.

10 am onwards - £5 cars & £7 vans

Comments still filter through about the way
Spittal is going - downhill that is - and what
can be done about it. A lot of the adverse
comments are directed at the Borough
Council but as they are winding down, and we
would all be the same, we cannot expect them

to do more than just the basics. What we
have to watch though is what comes next;
under the structure of the new authority. We
shall be in the Unitary Authority of

Northumberland , in

XK the Area of North

Northumberland
(including Morpeth
and Alnwick) and in
the Belonging
Community of
Berwick and
Islandshires so there
will, in theory, be a direct flow of decision
making between local and county levels.
We have to make sure our voice is heard
and heard loudly, which has to start now not
next year. Their success will be seen
through our eyes not theirs!

The saga of the paddling pool must be
regarded as something close to farcical —
surely there is no such thing as a zero risk
environment — when will those who make
decisions about our lives realise this? In the
meantime the children who invested all that
creative energy and excitement into
designing the base of the pool are hurt
deeply when they see the dust blowing
around in it and the paint peeling away.
“Why did we bother?” they may be saying.
What about encouraging our young people?

Happy Birthday to Us!

Not many of us get to reach our 100th
birthday — and that goes for buildings as well
as people! As the school celebrations got
under way, we welcomed our oldest known
ex-pupil, Winnie Burns, from Edinburgh, to
re-live her schooldays. Winnie, who is 93,
started at the school in 1915. Also there
were the grandson and granddaughter of the
former Mayor, Frank Edminson, who
officially opened Spittal School back in 1908
— and our longest-serving teacher,
Rosemary Hill, who taught here for 36 years.
It was a lovely day — rounded off, as you
may have seen in the Advertiser, with a
spectacular cake!

Now the pupils are learning all about the sort
of things that were happening when the
school first opened — and they're finding it
fascinating.

Anyone who's ever worked at the school,
served as a Governor, or helped on the PTA



is welcome to attend our special event on
June 16", when they'll get a look at our
centenary exhibition. If you wish to register a
place, please contact the school before June
10™. And there are some other events
planned for June — so watch this space!

At the end of March, we were sorry to say
goodbye to our lollipop man, Dickie Moffat,
who has helped our pupils over the busy Main
Street come rain or shine for more than five
years. But he’s been replaced by another
friendly face — hello to Avril Renton, who is the
lady with the lolly from now on!

STOP PRESS! The school has just heard it's
won a Lottery grant to help with the centenary
celebrations. A great achievement which
should help give our birthday an extra sparkle!

‘Berwick’s Future’ is the 20 year Masterplan
for future development of Berwick,
Tweedmouth and Spittal. Consultants have
completed their phase of the work and
identified what they think are the ten most
important sites for development over the next
20 years. Rather than take their word for it
the Partnership developing the Masterplan
wants to ask you the wider community what
you think. With 2 of the 10 sites being in
Spittal its vital that residents tell us what they
think. An information session has been
arranged specifically for the people of Spittal
on Thursday 19 " June at Berwick URC
starting at 7.30pm. Members of the
partnership group will go through the
proposals with you and answer your
questions. If you want to look at the proposals
before the meeting, the regeneration strategy
and all the development briefs can be found
on the website at www.berwicksfuture.co.uk

Berwick Wildlife Group

Sunday June 1 *. First 2008 Butterfly Walk at
Cocklawburn . Meet at 10.30 am. at car park at
end of Cocklawburn road by pill box — NU 031 481.
Sensible shoes and binoculars if you have them.
Sorry, no dogs.

Thursday June 5 ™ Secrets of Cocklawburn,
from low tide mark to the dunes  with Aisling
Lanning , Marine Conservation Officer, 11.00am —
2.00 pm. Meet at car park at end of Cocklawburn

road by pill box — NU 031 481. Bring lunch,
weatherproof clothes and wellies or sandshoes.

Berwick Wildlife Group will be having a
stand at the Border Green Festival (see
elsewhere) so do please visit us.

BEACH CLEAN
The next beach clean will be on

Saturday 14 ™ June ; meet outside the

Amusement Arcade at 10am as usual.
All are welcome but come prepared for the

prevailing weather conditions.
Refreshments and ice creams, for those not
watching their waistlines!

Birds to be found on the local cliffs
John Dougall

For those who like to watch birds in their
garden, it only takes a short walk to the cliffs
south of Spittal to see a number of birds that
never visit gardens. Apart from the usual
sea-birds such as gulls, waders and eider
ducks, there are many others on the banks
or the railway embankment. Since the
beginning of April this year | have seen
wheatear, meadow pipit, sedge warbler,
reed bunting, skylark, lapwing (peewit),
linnet, kestrel, stonechat, pied wagtalil,
partridge and willow warbler. Then of course
there are the more common birds like
swallows, house martins, crows etc. It just
goes to show that living in and around
Spittal can be very rewarding for the bird
watcher, so next time you are along the
cliffs, keep your eyes open — you never
know what you will see. (Birds | assume?
Ed)

Border Green Festival 2008

The Berwick Community Trust will once
again be organising the Border Green
Festival. This year it's in a new locale at
Five Arches Playing Fields, Tweedmouth,
with lots more to see, hear and enjoy on the
day. Join us for the 4th Annual Border Green
Festival on Sunday 29th June 2008 where
we will be celebrating all things that make
modern life sustainable.

Enjoy: Live music performed on two stages -
from soulful jazz to traditional
Northumberland folk to rock. Visit: The
environment marquee and see how you can
reduce your carbon footprint. Over 30
exhibitors share their knowledge.




Experience: Projects conceived and
developed by people in the Borders. Local
efforts; global results. Interact: Join a pottery
workshop and get your hands dirty; build a
birdfeeder or play your own drum...plus much
more.

A full day's worth of fun and discovery... All
awaiting you. Opening times 11am - 6pm

This is a recently formed group of businesses
and residents who are reviving traditional
events, and arranging and promoting new
events that will help bring Berwick alive again.

We arranged May Day attractions which
included Maypole Dancing, small craft fair,
tombola, face painting plus other small
attractions all to coincide with The Riding of
the Bounds event. A special thank you to
Spittal Improvement Trust for their kind loan of
the bunting. We hope you all agree Berwick
looked brighter with the bunting.

We are holding a family quiz night on 6™ June
at The Reivers Tryst starting at 6.30pm £1 per
person children under 10 free.

If anyone is interested in having a stall at any
of our events please get in touch or visit our
website. www.lovenorthumberland.com/beg or
contact Carol@sweetmemoriesofberwick.co.uk
330101 or Viv at the Reivers Tryst (332455)

Most of you will be aware that the
Government is considering expanding the
University sector in tertiary education and will
be looking for expressions of interest. A
working group has now been formed — from
the Spittal Improvement Trust and the Berwick
Borough Local Strategic Partnership - to
explore possibilities. There will eventually be
an open meeting should there be a realistic
chance of submitting a case for Berwick — in
the meantime do please let us know your
views.

Looking after Spittal

The following is the gist of a letter received by

someone who doesn’t wish to be named
Instead of complaining about things and
spending money on cameras etc why don’t

we approach people directly — so when we
see offenders allowing their dogs to foul our
village, go up to them and explain that it is
against the law to do so — that we know
who they are and will report them to the
authorities. When we see young people
(encouraged by adults) desecrating the war
memorial with a football, tell them that we
find it offensive.

(Ed — and when you leave A & E you will have

our sympathies)

Congratulations

To Les Fletcher, who plays darts for the
Blenheim, and was this season’s BDDL darts
singles champion — and also won the J
Rutherford memorial trophy for the quickest leg.
(Ed This just goes to show what you can do on a
couple of pints of Newky Brown)

St John’s Church is well on the way to
meeting the cost of the repairs to the West
Window — our next fund-raiser is the
Anniversary Garden Party at 2.00 pm on
Sunday June 29th — do please pop in.

Gladys Friday

Well, since | complained about being ‘on the
shelf’ I have been under-whelmed by offers.
And | was about to go to Leith’s for an
estimate for the wedding dress. BUT | have
been consoled by these kind words from a
reader — “They say that love is blind, but
marriage is a great eye-opener”

| hope that you enjoy the new Spittal Party
Party’s manifesto this summer and if you are
one of those unfortunate people frustrated
by a lack of promotion at work remember
those wise words that the higher a monkey
climbs the more you can see of its backside.

SIT Contacts

Chairman: George Weidmann, 139 Main
Street. Tel 309564
g.w.weidmann@open.ac.uk

Secretary: Mike Greener, 84 Main Street
Tel. 306387
mike@greener50.freeserve.co.uk
Editor: John Harrison, 129 Main Street
Tel. 307342 Johnandaveril@aol.com
Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk

Printed in Spittal by Shiel & Morrison
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SATURDAY 14T JURNIE

SUNDAY 15TH JUNE

CARBOOT STARTS: SET UP 10.00am - CARS £5 - VANS £10
12.15: FANCY DRESS PARADE. LED BY GALA QUEEN & CTVIC PARTY.
12.30: OFFICIAL OPENING

o Mo
% ENTERTAINMENT BY CHRLS WISH
~ FUNRACES

15.00: MINI MARATHON *
a 16.00(TSH): PRESENTATION OF MEDALS fiifed

BRRD 0" 1 ool v
— 1 H.H%OH 1 '2# 3 41 %#
005 %HW!I"#!. '

9 36 %3( 6%7 83)/ 3/9( % -35/ 9
$HWI&H % % UHH $M H O N(# # #) $%*
| +# #1&&! " * 11 %# I " #1*

g0t i




